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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the request for continued examination filed 4 March 2008. 
Claims 1-18 and 27-33 are presented for further consideration. Claims 19-26 are 
cancelled. Claims 27-33 are new. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10-12, and 18 are currently 
amended. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 3 March 
2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see Remarks pages 8-13, filed 3 March 2008, with 
respect to the rejection of claims 1,4-6,8-10,13,14,16 and 17 under 35 USC §1 03(a) 
have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new grounds of rejection is made in 
view of newly found prior art references International Application Publication (WO 
99/65256) and UK Patent Application Publication (GB 2345613) as set forth below in 
the Office action. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-2, 4-16, 18, 27, 29, 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Fernandez et al. (International Application Publication 
WO 99/65256) and Angwin et al. (UK Patent Application Publication GB 2345613), 
hereinafter referred to as Fernandez and Angwin respectively. 

In reference to claim 1 , Fernandez discloses a method employed for accessing 
electronic messages for mobile devices (abstract). Fernandez further discloses: 

• A method for sending an audio file to an electronic mail (email) recipient over a 
wireless communications network from a user of a wireless communication 
device (i.e. mobile phone able to send voice attachment to e-mail; page 4, line 
28-page 5, line 15), the method comprising: 

• communicatively connecting to a first server over the wireless communications 
network (i.e. messaging server/main server; page 9, lines 2-26; page 11, lines 
18-31) ; 

• receiving input from the user selecting an option presented by the first server to 
send the audio file to the email recipient (i.e. reply to email with an audio file 
attached to an email; page 12, lines 20); 
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• communicatively connecting the wireless communication device to a second 
server (i.e. IVR server) over the wireless communications network in response to 
the selected option, (i.e. user calls into IVR server after notification received; 
page 22, line 19-page 23, line 13); 

• Recording the audio file on the second server and sending the recorded audio 
file to the email recipient as part of an email message (page 7, lines 15-20; page 
17, lines 1-5). 

Although Fernandez discloses substantial features of the invention, the reference fails 
to expressly disclose wherein the first server transmits a signal to the second server 
indicating a pending connection with the wireless communication device, the signal 
including information identifying the wireless communication device. Nonetheless, this 
would have been an obvious modification to the teachings of Fernandez for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, as further evidenced by Angwin. 

In an analogous art, Angwin discloses a method employed for establishing an 
interactive voice session in a wireless network (abstract). Angwin further discloses first 
server transmits a signal to the second server indicating a pending connection with the 
wireless communication device, the signal including information identifying the wireless 
communication device (i.e. identity notification for mobile phone; page 9, lines 25-27), 
(i.e. alert message triggers establishment of second connection for voice data; page 8, 
lines 18-45). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
known element of a signal indicating a pending connection with a wireless 
communication device, as taught by Angwin, with the known elements of a first server 
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(i.e. main server) and a second server (i.e. IVR sever) connections with a wireless 
communication device, as taught by Fernandez without modification to their respective 
functions in order to yield the predictable result of a wireless device connecting to a 
second server for dedicated voice data communications to record an audio file in 
response to the selected option with a first server. 

In reference to claim 18, Fernandez discloses a method employed for accessing 
electronic messages for mobile devices (abstract). Fernandez further discloses: 

• A method for sending a message to an electronic mail (email) recipient over a 
wireless communications network from a user of a wireless communication 
device (i.e. mobile phone able to send voice attachment to e-mail; page 4, line 
28-page 5, line 15), the method comprising: 

• Dialing a phone number (i.e. logging into system using users mobile phone 
number; page 22, lines 5-8) for communicatively connecting the wireless 
communication device to an email server by a data packet connection over the 
wireless network (i.e. messaging server/main server; page 9, lines 2-26; page 
11, lines 18-31) ; 

• receiving input selecting an option presented by the first server to send a voice 
message to the email recipient (i.e. digitized voice response to email; page 6, 
lines 10-16); 

• communicatively connecting the wireless communication device to an interactive 
voice response server (i.e. IVR server) over the wireless communications 
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network in response to the selected option, (i.e. user calls into IVR server after 

notification received; page 22, line 19-page 23, line 13); 
• Recording the voice message on the interactive voice response server; and 

sending the recorded voice message in an attachment to an email to the email 

recipient (page 7, lines 15-20; page 17, lines 1-5). 
Although Fernandez discloses substantial features of the invention, the reference fails 
to expressly disclose wherein the email server transmits a signal to the interactive voice 
response server indicating a pending connection with the wireless communication 
device, the signal including information identifying the wireless communication device. 
Nonetheless, this would have been an obvious modification to the teachings of 
Fernandez for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, as further 
evidenced by Angwin. 

In an analogous art, Angwin discloses a method employed for establishing an 
interactive voice session in a wireless network (abstract). Angwin further discloses first 
server transmits a signal to the second server indicating a pending connection with the 
wireless communication device, the signal including information identifying the wireless 
communication device (i.e. identity notification for mobile phone; page 9, lines 25- 
27),(i.e. alert message triggers establishment of second connection for voice data; page 
8, lines 1 8-45). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the known element of a signal indicating a pending connection with a wireless 
communication device, as taught by Angwin, with the known elements of a first server 
(i.e. main server) and a second server (i.e. IVR sever) connections with a wireless 
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communication device, as taught by Fernandez without modification to their respective 
functions in order to yield the predictable result of a wireless device connecting to a 
second server for dedicated voice data communications to record an audio file in 
response to the selected option with a first server. 

In reference to claim 27, Fernandez discloses a method employed for accessing 
electronic messages for mobile devices (abstract). Fernandez further discloses: 

• A method for sending an audio message in association with an electronic mail 
(email) message (i.e. mobile phone able to send voice attachment to e-mail; 
page 4, line 28-page 5, line 15), the method comprising: 

• Providing a wireless communication device with access to an email message (i.e. 
mobile phone connecting to messaging server/main server to retrieve email; 
page 5, lines 5-1 2; page 9, lines 2-26; page 1 1 , lines 1 8-31 ) ; 

• receiving input from the wireless communication device selecting an option to 
associate an audio file with the email message (i.e. reply to email with an audio 
file attached to an email; page 12, lines 20); 

• instructing the wireless communication device to connect to a voice server (i.e. 
IVR server), (i.e. user calls into IVR server after notification received using IVR 
callback number; page 22, line 19-page 23, line 13); 

• Receiving input from the voice server indicating that the audio file is available; 
and transmitting a representation of the audio file in association with the email 
message (page 7, lines 15-20; page 17, lines 1-5). 
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Although Fernandez discloses substantial features of the invention, the reference fails 
to expressly disclose transmitting a signal to the voice server indicating a pending 
connection with the wireless communication device, wherein the signal including 
information uniquely identifying the wireless communication device. Nonetheless, this 
would have been an obvious modification to the teachings of Fernandez for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, as further evidenced by Angwin. 

In an analogous art, Angwin discloses a method employed for establishing an 
interactive voice session in a wireless network (abstract). Angwin further discloses first 
server transmits a signal to the second server indicating a pending connection with the 
wireless communication device, the signal including information identifying the wireless 
communication device (i.e. identity notification for mobile phone; page 9, lines 25- 
27),(i.e. alert message triggers establishment of second connection for voice data; page 
8, lines 1 8-45). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
the known element of a signal indicating a pending connection with a wireless 
communication device, as taught by Angwin, with the known elements of a first server 
(i.e. main server) and a second server (i.e. IVR sever) connections with a wireless 
communication device, as taught by Fernandez without modification to their respective 
functions in order to yield the predictable result of a wireless device connecting to a 
second server for dedicated voice data communications to record an audio file in 
response to the selected option with a first server. 
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In reference to claim 2, Fernandez discloses wherein the step of communicatively 
connecting to a first server further comprises: dialing a phone number (i.e. logging into 
system using users mobile phone number; page 22, lines 5-8) for connecting to the first 
server using the wireless communication device; and establishing a data packet 
connection between the wireless communication device and the first server (i.e. 
messaging server/main server; page 9, lines 2-26; page 11, lines 18-31). 

In reference to claim 4, Fernandez discloses wherein receiving input from the user 
selecting an option to send the audio file further comprises: presenting a received email 
He message on the wireless communication device; receiving input from the user 
selecting an option to respond to the received email the message; and receiving input 
from the user selecting an option to attach the audio file to the response to the received 
email the message (page 5, lines 5-15). 

In reference to claim 5, Fernandez discloses wherein the communicatively connecting 
the wireless communication device to a second server further comprises: terminating 
the connection with the first server; and establishing an audio connection between the 
wireless communication device and the second server (page 16, lines 22-31). 

In reference to claim 6, Fernandez discloses wherein the signal further includes user 
identification information (page 22, lines 5-20). 
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In reference to claim 7, Angwin discloses wherein the terminating the connection with 
the first server comprises storing a set of state information on the wireless 
communication device, the state information comprising a status of an interaction 
between the wireless communication device and the first server for allowing the wireless 
communication device to return to the same state in the first server that existed prior to 
terminating the connection (page 9, lines 1-27). 

In reference to claim 8, Fernandez discloses wherein the recording the audio file 
comprises: providing an audio input through the wireless communication device; and 
storing the audio input as an audio file on the second server (page 17, lines 1-5). 

In reference to claim 9, Fernandez discloses further comprising providing the user with 
at least one option, the option selected from the group consisting of: re-recording the 
audio file, canceling the recording, and sending the audio file to the email recipient 
(page 6, lines 10-16). 

In reference to claim 10, Fernandez discloses wherein the sending the audio file to the 
email recipient further comprises: transmitting a signal to the first server indicating that 
the audio file is ready to be sent; attaching the audio file to an electronic mail message; 
and sending the electronic mail He message to the email recipient (page 7, lines 15-20). 
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In reference to claim 1 1 , Fernandez discloses further comprising: disconnecting from 
the first server in order to communicatively connect to the second server; and 
reconnecting to the first server before sending- the recorded audio file to the email 
recipient (page 16, lines 22-31; page 22, line 29-page 23, line 5). 

In reference to claim 12, Fernandez discloses wherein the reconnecting to the first 
server comprises providing the user with a plurality of options selected from the group 
consisting of: listening to a second audio file stored on the second server and 
reconnecting to the first server (page 1 6, lines 22-31 ; page 22, line 29-page 23, line 5). 

In reference to claim 13, Fernandez discloses wherein the first server comprises an 
email server (page 5, lines 5-12; page 9, lines 2-26; page 11, lines 18-31). 

In reference to claim 14, Fernandez discloses wherein the second server comprises an 
interactive voice response server (page 6, lines 4-11). 

In reference to claim 15, Fernandez discloses wherein the first and second servers are 
connected by common platform means (Figure 3). 

In reference to claim 16, Fernandez discloses wherein the audio file comprises a .wav 
file (page 17, lines 1-5). 

In reference to claim 29, Fernandez discloses wherein the information uniquely 
identifying the wireless communication device comprises a telephone number 
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corresponding to the wireless communication device (i.e. logging into system using 
users mobile phone number; page 22, lines 5-8). 

In reference to claim 31 , Fernandez discloses wherein instructing the wireless 
communication device to connect to a voice server further comprises: transmitting to the 
wireless communication device a telephone number corresponding to the voice server 
(page 22, lines 20-30). 

In reference to claim 32, Fernandez discloses wherein receiving input from the voice 
server indicating that the audio file is available further comprises: receiving information 
identifying the wireless communication device with which the audio file is associated 
(page 22, line 5-page 23, lien 14). 

In reference to claim 33, Fernandez discloses wherein the information identifying the 
wireless communication device with which the audio file is associated comprises a 
telephone number corresponding to the wireless communication device (i.e. logging into 
system using users mobile phone number; page 22, lines 5-8). 

Claims 17 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fernandez and Angwin as applied to the claims above, and further in view Ball et 
al. (US Patent 6,240,391) hereinafter referred to as Ball. 

In reference to claim 17, Fernandez and Angwin fail to disclose wherein the sending the 
audio file to the email recipient comprises sending a hyperlink to the audio file stored on 
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the second server. Nonetheless, this would have been an obvious modification to the 
teachings of Fernandez and Angwin as further evidenced by Ball. 

In an analogous art, Ball discloses a method for assembling and presenting 
voicemail messages (abstract). Ball further discloses sending a hyperlink to the audio 
file stored on the second server (column 16, lines -24; Figure 5-item 504). It would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the known element of 
sending an audio file to an email recipient, as taught by Fernandez and Angwin, with the 
known element of a sending a hyperlink to the audio file stored on a server, as taught by 
Ball, without modification to their respective functions to yield the predictable result of an 
email comprising an hyperlink to the audio file being sent to a recipient. 

In reference to claim 30, Fernandez and Angwin fail to disclose wherein the 
representation of the audio file comprises a link to the audio file stored on the voice 
server. Nonetheless, this would have been an obvious modification to the teachings of 
Fernandez and Angwin as further evidenced by Ball. 

In an analogous art, Ball discloses a method for assembling and presenting 
voicemail messages (abstract). Ball further discloses link to the audio file stored on the 
voice server (column 16, lines -24; Figure 5-item 504). It would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the known element of sending an audio file to 
an email recipient, as taught by Fernandez and Angwin, with the known element of a 
sending a hyperlink to the audio file stored on a server, as taught by Ball, without 
modification to their respective functions to yield the predictable result of an email 
comprising an hyperlink to the audio file being sent to a recipient. 
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Claims 3 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fernandez and Angwin as applied to the claims above, and further in view Oakes 
et al. (US Patent 6,205,342), hereinafter referred to as Oakes. 

In reference to claim 3, Fernandez and Angwin fail to disclose wherein receiving input 
from the user selecting an option to send the audio file further comprises: receiving 
input from the user selecting an option to compose a new email message; and receiving 
input from the user selecting an option to attach the audio file to the new email 
message. Nonetheless, this limitation was well known in the art at the time of the 
invention, as further evidenced by Oakes. Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have readily recognized the advantages to implementing this modification. 

In an analogous art, Oakes teaches a user of a wireless device (i.e. cellular 
phone) entering a message creation mode in order to compose an initial email file (i.e. 
text message), (column 3, line 63 to column 4, line 1 2 and Figure 4). One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been so motivated to accordingly modify the audio note 
method so as to increase the ease of generating email files (i.e. text message) for 
wireless device users, thereby increasing convenience (Oakes column 1, lines 6-10). 

In reference to claim 28, Fernandez and Angwin fail to disclose wherein the email 
message comprises a new email message. Nonetheless, this limitation was well known 
in the art at the time of the invention, as further evidenced by Oakes. Therefore, one of 
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ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized the advantages to implementing 
this modification. 

In an analogous art, Oakes teaches a user of a wireless device (i.e. cellular 
phone) entering a message creation mode in order to compose an initial email file (i.e. 
text message), (column 3, line 63 to column 4, line 1 2 and Figure 4). One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been so motivated to accordingly modify the audio note 
method so as to increase the ease of generating email files (i.e. text message) for 
wireless device users, thereby increasing convenience (Oakes column 1, lines 6-10). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LASHANYA R. NASH whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3957. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/LaShanya R Nash/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2153 
March 27, 2008 



/Glenton B. Burgess/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 2153 



